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A total of 48 fifth-grdde and 30 nursery-school

subjects were administered picture pairs in a discrimination learning
experiment. In addition to a control group, one group of subjects

(pre-choice)

was instructed to pronounce both items before choosing

one, and another group (post-choice) was told to say both items afters

indicated that there were no Jifferences among the three conditions
within either age group. The nature of the stimulus materials and the

fact that control subjects pronounced their choice were discussed as
possible .factors contributing to the lack of differences. (Author)
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Statement of Focus

Individually Guided Edueation (IGE) is a new comprehensive system of
elementary ciucation, The following components of the IGE system are in
varying stages of development and implementation: a new organization for
instruction and related administrative arrangements; a model of instructional
programing for the individual student; and curriculum components in prereading,
reading, mathematics, motivation, and environmental education. The develop-
men. of other curriculum components, of a system for managing instruction by
computer, and of instructional strategies is needed to complete the system,
Continuing programmatic research is required to provide a sound knowledge
base for the components under development and for improved second generation

ucts will function properly in the IGE schools.

The Center plans and carries out the research, development, and imple-
mentation components of its IGE program in this sequence: (1) identify the
needs and delimit the component problem area; (2) assess the possible con-
straints —financial resources and availability of staff; (3) formulate general
plans and specific procedures for solving the problems; (4) secure and allo-
cate human and material resources to carry out the plans; (5) provide for
effective communication among personnel and efficient management of activi-
ties and resources; and (6) evaluate the effectiveness of each activity and
{ts contribution to the total program and correct any difficulties through feed-
back mechanisms and appropriate management techniques,

A self-renewing system of elementary education iz projected in each
participating elementary school, i.e., one which is less dependent on external
sources for direction and is more responsive to the needs of the children attend-
ing each particular school. In the IGE schools, Center~developed and cther
curriculum products compatible with the Center's instructional programing meodel
will lead to higher student achievement and self-direction in learning and in
conduct and also to higher morale and job satisfaction among educational per-
sonnel. Each developmental product makes its unigue contribution to IGE as
it is implemented in the schools. The various research components add to the
knowledge of Center practitioners, developers, and theorists .

iii



Qo
ERIC

.

Contents

il

e



o

ERic

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

List of Tuables

Table Page
l I'ifth Grade: Trials to a Criterion of Two Conseécutive Lrrorle, .
Trials and Total frrors on the I'irst Three Trials 5
2z Nursery Schoal: Trials lo a Criterion of Two Consecutive Frror-
less Trialg and Total Drrors an the Tirst Three Trials 5

vii



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Abstract

A total of 18 {ifth-arade and 39 nurserv-school
administered nicture pairs in a discrimination lcmrn"
ment. In additisn to a control groun, one aroup of ¢
choice) was instructed to sronounce JDth itenis be
one, and ansther arouw (post-choice) was told to ¢
after choosing one. The anticipation method was used, and the
sults indicated that tlu::r were no differences amono Lthe three
(_C)I'lfjltLDn.: within either ago gro up, The nature of the stimulo:
materials and the fact t!mt control §s pronouncerd their choic
were discussed as pessible factors contributing lo the |:

W
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Introduction
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Subjects
nir=
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number of
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in oach pair,
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‘correct” dugig-
af tha ton rs
follows, The ten

_ﬁa had
U FPor nnal* giz, thao

tod

designations within cach list v
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nations. Pour ramdom o
in both lists were chosen a
paus of each lizt wera arhitrarily numboered
=10, this order .mmg the first "random”
fhl‘EE random orders of the numbers 1=10 I
then selecte i fr@m a table of random numbers
to comwese the second, third, and fourth ran-
dom orders. The picture pairs in both lists
were sorted into these ramraining thr‘ee orders
and all four orders were mounted ip 6" = 9°
three-ring folders 2o as to compose four antic-
ipation trials for each list. A second identical
set was constructed for cach list. Por the first
set of each list, the left-right position of the
arhitrarily designated "eorrect" item of each

it
Method

padr wi
th_z n

live eac h sel for each lizt

halanced in an identics

manner oxcent that

!
itein of each
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A colored
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Jirectly be

in any &'1,:' ]
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t,la:‘n, and all
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received anly one i
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the four pairs were

¥, nursory-school
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aorroct” item of

5 a all four orde
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them might influence performance on suc
lists, F[inally,
four orders werc ln umrfxar"i th
were two lists and fl\f{: sequences of orders
within each list, resulting in ten different list
by sequence CDmblﬁ:‘ltL@Da. Hence, as for the
fifth-grade 5s, no two 55 in anv given condition

was feared that ba lancinq

et

received the same combination, and combinations
were balanced between conditions.
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Pracedure

I'he 55 were run individually at their scaheol
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Results

Since the number of sii:
grade level, the L::auita were J*mlv
rately.

nar iscns
nd pra=

either measure within either grade; < nsaquantly,
all data were pooled over lists,

Fifth Grade able 2 ':hc»w:s U’m means for hoth Je

I!%mc‘: t
radeo dnm
althmwn th:- average of
wice groups vs, the post-
amratt up‘TEiaC:hEl sianificance (
» B< .20} on the wials to

Of the 52 55 participating in the e experiment,
four failed to reach criterion within 16 trials,
Of these four, two were from the post-choice
condition, and one each was from the contrel
and pre=choice conditions.
terion and mean errors for th
for all three conditions are g!

cr LLern mEAsSUre,

Tahle 1 le
Trials to a Criterion of Nursery Schoal: Trials to a Criterion of

cutive Errorless Trials and Two Consecutive Crrorless rials and
Total ,_‘:r;rgrs on the First Three Trials Total Errors on the First Three Trials
{ten picture pairs) (four pietura pairs)

. ___Pre-choice Post-choice Control L
MeanTrials MeanTrials
to Criterion G.1 5.8 3.6 to Criterion 4.5 b.6 1,7
Mean Errors . Mean Errors
onTrials1-3 2.87 3.0 2,72 onTrials 1=3 1.23 1.47 1,07

]
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